
 

 

 

 

The Varberg International Peace Forum is an entirely new meeting place for 
the exchange of ideas, experiences and knowledge about peace. Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Leymah Gbowee, Cikus Cirkör and many other interesting 
speakers and artists are coming to Varberg, 23-25 October. You’re welcome 
too! 

 
Taking part in the Varberg International Peace Forum is completely free of charge, but an 
advance registration is required. You can register at www.varberg.se/varbergcalling 

Friday 23 October - programme 
Kulturhuset Komedianten cultural centre with restaurant opens at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Welcome to the Varberg International Peace Forum at Varbergs Teater  
9:00-9:15 a.m. 

 
Syria and ISIS – UN’s tool box  
9:15-10:30 a.m. 
The systematic acts of cruelty by ISIS on the civilian population in Syria and the Middle East 
have struck fear in millions of people the world over. At the same time, the Assad regime 
continues to commit crimes of international law against its people, bombing civilians. What 
international norms, laws and institutions are there to stop them and bring them to justice? 
Is this a case for the International Criminal Court? What does the UN’s toolbox for peace 
look like? 

 
Participants: Ove Bring, Professor of International Law at the Swedish Defence University; 
Ola Saleh, Gender Advisor on Radicalisation and Extremism and Project Manager for 
Woman to Woman  
Moderator: Jens Petersson, Deputy Secretary General, United Nations Association of 
Sweden  
Organiser: United Nations Association of Sweden 
Language: English 

http://www.varberg.se/varbergcalling�


 

What is actually happening with the development of democracy in Burma?  
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. including break 
The first free election will be held on 8 November, and international companies and 
organisations are pouring into the country, but what is happening behind the scenes 
and what future awaits the people of Burma? About democracy, peace processes, the 
situation of minorities and religious conflicts. 

 
Participants: Anna Ek, Chair of the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society; Maj-Lis Follér, 
Researcher, School of Global Studies; Hal Kyaw, The European Rohingya  Council  
Lecturer and moderator: Kenneth Hotz, Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society, Project 
Manager in Burma, Founder of Clowns without Borders 
Organiser: Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society 
Language: Swedish 

 
Peace and democracy in Afghanistan  
1:45-2:45 p.m. 
2014 was a crucial year for the development of Afghanistan, with a presidential election and 
the withdrawal of the international troops. At the same time, it was an unusually violent 
year with a high number of civilians being killed. In spring 2015, preparations were made for 
peace talks between the Afghan government and representatives of the Taliban, but when 
the death of the Taliban leader Mulla Omar was announced in the summer, the peace 
process ground to a halt. For the first time, talks were even held between the Taliban and 
women’s rights activists. What is happening now? 

 
Participants: Anna-Karin Johansson, Secretary General, Swedish Committee for 
Afghanistan; Engella Ameri, Human Rights Activist, Afghanistan, Allan Widman, ordförande 
försvarsutskottet (fp) 
Moderator: Johanna Mathiasson, Folk och Försvar (Society and Defence) education activities 
for the security policy scenario course Minister for a day. 
Organiser: Swedish Committee for Afghanistan  
Language: English 

 
Sweden’s arms exports to dictatorships  
3:00-4:30 p.m. 
The spring’s extensive debate about Saudi Arabia has brought the issue of arms exports to 
dictatorships to the fore. After the Arab Spring, a parliamentary investigation was begun to 
review how the Swedish regulations for arms exports can be made more stringent. What 
have the investigators found? Are the proposals enough? Will weapons exports to Saudi 
Arabia now be stopped? 

 
Participants: Lars Ohly, former Party Leader, Swedish Left Party, Member of KEX 
-War Materiel Export Supervisory Committee; Allan Widman, Member of Parliament, 
Swedish Liberal Party, Member of KEX, Chair of the Committee on Defence, Csaba Bene 
Perlenberg, journalist, debater and director  
Moderator: Anna Ek 
Organiser: Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society 
Language: Swedish 
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Opening ceremony with Leymah Gbowee, Nobel Peace Prize 2011. Cirkus Cirkör begins  
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Leymah Gbowee, born in 1972, is a Liberian social worker and peace activist. She was 
involved in the founding of Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace and is the leader of 
Women Peace and Security Network Africa (Wipsen). In 2011, she was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize together with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and Tawakkul Karman. Gbowee has received 
several awards for her peace work and is also the main character in a documentary about 
the Liberian women’s peace movement, Pray the Devil Back to Hell. 
Moderator: Johan Malcolm Dixelius, writer, journalist documentary filmmaker 

 
Language: English 

 
Concert for Peace - 12 prayers, 12 religions, 12 songs  
9:00 p.m. 
Pope John Paul II invited 12 representatives from different religions to Assisi on 27 October 
1986. The meeting was intended to pray for world peace and was the first of its kind ever. 
They were all asked to bring with a prayer from their religious tradition that was shared in 
connection with a joint peace ceremony. These prayers have been put to music and 
arranged by Peter Elmberg in cooperation with Jan Eric Ström and Lars-Magnus Österberg. 

 
More information: Sensus Study Association, +46-33-204154. 
Organiser: Sensus, Varberg Parish and VARBERG CALLING for Peace. 
Location: Varberg Church 

 
More information and registration at www.varberg.se/varbergcalling 
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Saturday 24 October - programme 
Komedianten cultural centre with restaurant opens at 9:00 a.m. 

 
What is actually happening in the Ukraine? Conflicts close to home.  
10:00-11:15 a.m. 
For more than a year, a centre of conflict has torn the Ukraine apart, but news reports from 
the area are often short and simplified. Four panel participants, all from areas affected by 
the social development and politics in the Ukraine, will offer their views of the prevailing 
complex situation. After their initial analysis, the floor will be opened for questions from the 
audience. 

 
Participants: Iryna Brunova-Kalisetska, psychologist and university researcher, Crimea; Ales 
Herasimenka, journalist, Belarus; Sergej Korostelov, organiser of peace marches, Donetsk 
and Elena Valainyte, European Union Advisory Mission to Ukraine, Lithuania  
Moderator: Asta Gulijeva, Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society 
Organiser: Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society 
Language: English 

 
What can a company do for peace, security and democracy?  
11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
A discussion on corporate responsibilities and possibilities 

 
Participants: Björn Sjöström, CEO, Varberg Energi, Daniel Steinholtz, Corporate Consultant 
and author of two books on sustainable business, Carina Lundberg Markow, Manager of 
Responsible Ownership in charge of owner governance at Folksam, former CEO, KPA Fond 
AB, etc., 2003 "Professional Woman of the Year", named the toughest woman in business, 
member of the Gender Equality Academy. 
Organiser: Varberg Energi 
Language: Swedish 



 

UN, Sweden and Mali  
1:45-3:00 p.m. 
The situation in Mali is one of the most serious and hard-to-resolve conflicts in the world 
today and the civilian population is very vulnerable. Multiple global players are on-site, 
including the UN effort Minusma in which Sweden is also participating. But what are 
Sweden and the UN actually doing on site in Mali? How can peace and security be created in 
Mali? How can Sweden and the world contribute? 

 
Participants: Jens Petersson, Deputy Secretary General, United Nations Association of 
Sweden, Carl- Magnus Svensson, Commander of Mali 01, the Swedish force in Mali and 
Katarina Höije, Swedish journalist based in Mali 
Moderator: Annika Nordgren Christensen, former Member of Parliament, Member of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences, the first Defence blogger 
Organiser: United Nations Association of Sweden  
Language: Swedish 

 
The price of inequality. How we borrow from the future and create a hotbed for 
tomorrow’s conflicts 
3:30-4:45 p.m. 
Rich and poor live in increasingly different worlds. The inequality was intended to lead to 
growth, development and peace for us all, but we are now beginning to see the costs and 
consequences, and unfortunately they are extensive. What is this inequality due to, how does 
it come to expression and what are its consequences? We are taken on a journey to different 
parts of the world and we will also visit Sweden. The journey strikingly shows similarities with 
the time before Varberg was calling for peace at the beginning of the 20th century. 

 
Participants: Bent Jörgensen – Lecturer at Global Studies, University of Gothenburg  
Organiser: Folkuniversitetet and Studiefrämjandet 
Language: Swedish 

 
UN 70 YEARS - A festive get-together to celebrate the UN turning 70 years old on this day.  
5:00-6:30 p.m. 
The evening begins with a speech by Carolina Klüft who has been the goodwill ambassador 
for the United Nations Association since 2007. UNA Sweden’s Deputy Secretary General, 
Jens Petersson, tells about developments in the world in the UN’s 70 years of activities. The 
Blue Berets will participate and youth representatives talk about how they see the UN and 
what they hope for in the future years of the UN. 

 
Organiser: UNA Sweden and the Varberg UNA chapter 
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Evening concert: Transglobal Roots Fusion - with Världens Band  
8:00-9:00 p.m. 
Fourteen musicians, seven countries, three continents, one band. Världens Band 
creates captivating world music that brings people together across borders. The band 
plays folk music and roots music from the members’ respective home countries in a 
collision of cultures and styles. 

 
More information and registration at www.varberg.se/varbergcalling 
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Sunday 25 October - programme 
Women’s power to stop war - 100 years of women’s struggle for peace  
9:30-10:00 a.m. 
A century ago, more than 1,000 women gathered in the Hague. They demanded an end to 
the First World War and the right to vote. They laid the foundation of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). Throughout history, women’s work 
for peace has been obscured and dismissed despite its clear and radical ideas and methods. 
What has happened in the past 100 years? Elin Hedkvist, Chair of the Swedish Chapter of 
WILPF, opens the day. Song: Tina Wilhelmsson. 

 

 

 

In April 1915, a large peace conference was held in the Hague in the Netherlands. Women participants are 
pictured here on board the MS Noordam. 



 

Women’s power to stop 
war 10:00-10:45 a.m. 
Do we have the power to change the world? We invite you to listen to brief lectures with 
prominent activists for peace and women’s rights. 
Wraps up with the Spoken Word 
 
Participants: Joy Onyesoh, Chair of WILPF Nigeria; Annie Matundu Mbambi, Chair of WILPF 
DR Congo; Sylvie Ndongmo, Chair of WILPF Cameroon. 
Organiser: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)  
Language: English 

 
Great leaders can change the world  
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Sweden is supposed to pursue a feminist foreign policy. What does this mean? It is still 
almost solely men who both wage wars and negotiate for peace. At the same time, women 
around the world are activists for peace and freedom. What are the consequences of this? 
How does the Swedish Government work with a feminist foreign policy? How should the 
work with peace and security support women’s rights? Subsequent discussion with a 
representative from Sweden; Joy Onyesoh, Chair of WILPF Nigeria and Sylvie Ndongmo, 
Chair of WILPF Cameroon. Wraps up with the Spoken Word 
Moderator: Emma Idestrand, Swedish Fellowship of Reconciliation 
Organiser: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)  
Language: English 

 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
12:45-1:30 p.m. 
The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has a bloody history of colonialism and 
dictatorship. Still today, conflicts are waged in the country. Women and children are the 
most vulnerable to the systematic and strategic violence, forced migrations and acts of 
cruelty. Many of us walk around with a part of the war in our mobile phones, which contain 
conflict minerals from DRC mines. Creating peace when war crimes and gross human rights 
violations are a part of the day to day is not easy. But there are ways forward. What is 
needed to create peace and security in the country? What role does civil society play? 

 
Participants: Marcel Mulombo from the Varberg UNA chapter, from DR Congo; Annie 
Matundu Mbambi, Chair of WILPF DR Congo 
Moderator: Beatrice Kindembe, Board member, Afrosvenskarnas Riksförbund   
Organiser: UNA Sweden and Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF)  
Language: English 

 
Interfaith peace work – panel discussion  
1:45-2:15 p.m. 
What challenges and opportunities are there in religious collaboration and dialogue? What 
does the interfaith peace work look like globally, nationally and locally? What ripples on the 
water came from Refuse to Hate, when leaders for religious groups in Sweden repudiated 
the use of religious arguments to legitimise hate, violence and aggression? How do we work 
to keep religious animosity, anti-Semitism and a hate of Muslims from continuing to spread 
in Sweden? 

 
 
 
Participants: Peter Borenstein, Gothenburg Interfaith Council, Yasser Hammoud, Gothenburg 



 

Interfaith Council, Karin Wiborn, Christian Council of Sweden, Yassir Awlin Singh, Young 
Believers/Gothenburg Interfaith Centre, and more 

 
Moderator: Elias Lomfors Carlberg, Coordinator, National Interfaith Council of Sweden 
Organiser: Christian Council of Sweden in cooperation with the National Interfaith Council 
of Sweden, Gothenburg Diocese of the Church of Sweden, Gothenburg Interfaith Centre and 
Together for Sweden. 
Language: Swedish 

 
Interfaith peace work - workshop with Together for Sweden  
2:15-3:15 p.m. 
An effort at Fryshuset that seeks to give young people tools for interfaith dialogue with the 
aim of countering xenophobia, racism and extremism. The project is based on human rights 
and wants to create encounters between young people to use religion as a positive force in 
the work on peace and understanding. We will be able to hear personal stories from three 
young people from three different religions. The workshop is led by Noomi Gustafsson and 
Yasmine Moslih Launing from Together for Sweden. 

 
Organiser: Christian Council of Sweden in cooperation with the Church of Sweden and the 
Gothenburg Interfaith Centre 
Language: Swedish 

 
Summary of the Varberg International Peace Forum and wrap-up with music. 
3:30-4:00 p.m. 

 
Closing concert: At peace – with Karin Dahlberg and Bernt Wilhelmsson 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Karin Dahlberg from Varberg is a Swedish soprano who time and again overwhelms the 
audience in works from baroque to contemporary music. At peace is an international 
programme in the spirit of peace and freedom with lyrics that touch on the deeply human. 
Music of Lennon, Puccini, Ellington, Offenbach, Rangström and Löfberg, to name a few. 
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Varberg Municipality is organising and preparing the programme for the Varberg 
International Peace Forum in cooperation with the Swedish Peace and Arbitration Society, 
UNA Sweden, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, the Church of 
Sweden, The Christian Council of Sweden, the Gothenburg Interfaith Centre, 
Studieförbunden i samverkan, the Swedish Committee for Afghanistan and Varberg Energi. 
An initiating and driving force in the entire project is the region’s own theatre, Teater 
Halland. The event is being carried out with the support of Sparbanksstiftelsen Varberg and 
the other cooperation partners are Region Halland, Campus Varberg, Marknad Varberg, 
Hallandstrafiken, Hallands Nyheter and Global Studies at the University of Gothenburg, 
among others. 
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At the Komedianten cultural centre, there will also be a square for various associations to 
be visible and art and cultural elements from Varberg. 

 
Taking part in the Varberg International Peace Forum is completely free of charge, but 

an advance registration is required. 
 

Programme and registration 
REGISTER AT www.varberg.se/varbergcalling 

 
 
 
Contact person 
Hellen Smitterberg 

Follow us at 
www.facebook.com/varbergcalling 

#varbergcalling 

Phone: +46-70-6331023 
E-mail: hellen.smitterberg@varberg.se 

 

Group registration  
Elisabet von Knorring  
Phone: +46-340-868 00 
E-mail: elisabet@marknadvarberg.se 

 
 
*With reservation for changes in the programme. 
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